June 2003 - Cannon has been an active equipment manufacturer in the headliner business for twenty years. During the last eight years Cannon has advanced from basic metering units to full turnkey systems, including molds and equipment.

Cannon’s Stratotec technology includes equipment specifically designed for headliner applications and is available as follows:

· Stratotec L: for liquid technology 

· Stratotec TS: for thermosetting processes 

· Stratotec TP: for thermoplastic processes 

The Cannon Group, well known worldwide as the leader of polyurethane equipment, has always been very strong in polyurethane related technologies, including headliner production systems. Polyurethane related technologies include "sprayed polyurethane" and skiving the polyurethane from slabstock using a wide variety of production methods.

Recent customer requests have made it necessary for Cannon to shift out of polyurethanes and manufacture several lines for headliner production using thermoplastic technologies. Several recent headliner materials include: Pp-flax, Kest, Ultralight, reinforced glassfiber, felts, and etc. If requested by the customer, trimming of the part may be included in the scope of supply either by integration in the molding tool or performed via a dedicated cutting unit.

Depending on the type of covering material and substrate used, very often it is mandatory to have the two materials reach the molding press without making contact with each other. If this is the case, the tensioning of the covering layer is even more critical and needs to be performed via a dedicated and "flexible" frame.

Due to price wars, scrap reduction of covering materials has recently become very critical in headliner production. Cannon’s recent developments offer a solution to allow the cover stock to be reduced down to a minimum and the flow control of the sheet to be very accurate in the different areas of the headliner. 

This result is achieved by two means:

· Accurate control of the closing phase and movement of the frame. This is achieved via a numeric controlled axis operating the frame movement during the closing phase of a forming hydraulic press. 

· A proprietary frame design results in minimum scrap due to the needle hands along with the independent adjustment of the grippers. During the molding phase, the grippers are allowed to move accordingly to preset tension and maximum stroke. Both the applied tension and the end stroke of each frame segment can be independently set. The key of the system is the simplicity of the solution with a very limited number of pneumatic cylinders. 

Regardless of the type of headliner style or material being used in the construction of the headliner, Cannon has a solution to increase quality while reducing labor and scrap.

For additional information email cannon@cannonusa.com or contact Cannon USA Sales at 724-772-5600 (fax: 724-776-1070).

Cannon USA is the North American manufacturing, parts, service and support center of The Cannon Group. As the world's largest supplier of polyurethane equipment and technology, Cannon has forty years experience providing technical support and the latest mixhead and processing technology to the plastics industry. Cannon offers the most complete line of low and high pressure metering equipment in the industry, with basic or high level controls. Cannon also offers complete turnkey systems with material handling equipment, tooling, robotics, clamps, turntables, or carousels.

