Cannon USA and ESCO collaborate for a stronger support to North American Polyurethane Transformers.

Cranberry Township, Pennsylvania USA - January 1, 2008

Cannon USA Inc., the US-based subsidiary of the Cannon Group, and ESCO (Edge-Sweets Company) signed an agreement of reciprocal products distribution within USA and Canada.

Cannon USA (www.cannonusa.com) will promote and sell ESCO's line of low-pressure dosing machines for special applications, specifically conceived to dispense elastomer and filled formulations, as well as dedicated storage plants for PUR chemicals.  ESCO (www.edge-sweets.com ) will sell Cannon's line of high-pressure metering and mixing equipment and promote Cannon specific solutions for the automotive, appliances and insulation markets.  This agreement enhances the presence of both companies in North America, strengthening their customer support in providing technical service, spares parts and assistance with new projects and existing equipment.

Paolo Spinelli, President of Cannon USA: "We are proud to have signed this collaboration agreement that gives further strength to our 30 years presence in the North American market. Both ESCO and Cannon are well established companies with pioneering experience and presence in the polyurethane market; they have always been a reliable reference point for our industry, domestically and internationally. We believe that the synergies between the two companies will greatly benefit our customers, offering equipment and technological solutions that will satisfy a wide range of exigencies like no other competitor can provide."

ESCO President, Kevin Ryan, comments: "This is an exciting advancement for ESCO in the North American market with global impact. ESCO has been actively seeking a partner for high-pressure solutions and the agreement with Cannon USA gives us the solution to go forward. ESCO's strength in low pressure solutions for elastomeric and filled formulations as well as cutting equipment, complement Cannon’s product range in the high-pressure market to perfection. North American customers can now benefit from the experience of two of the market leaders collaborating in engineering, product development, sales and technical support."

About Cannon:

Cannon (www.cannon.com) offers today a wide series of products and services to industrial manufacturers. In addition to a complete range of plants and machines for continuous and discontinuous processing of polyurethanes (manufactured in Europe and in the USA), The Group supplies equipment for thermoforming, composite materials, industrial electronics, aluminum die-casting, industrial boilers, special heating ovens, water treatment plants and solutions for the protection of the environment.  Cannon has more than 900 employees working in 12 manufacturing centers and more than 30 business units, around the world, servicing more than 15,000 industrial companies.  For the latest news, product information and for contacts, please visit www.cannonusa.com or call Cannon USA at 724-772-5600.
About ESCO (Edge-Sweets Company): 

After 70 years of the company supplying blades and equipment to the bustling furniture manufacturers, Edge Saw was formed in 1953 to manufacture the first saw for cutting flexible “foam rubber”. By 1957, the manufacture of foam cutting equipment was the main activity for Edge Saw and growth of the company kept pace with the fast growth of foam production in the U.S. 
In 1985, Edge-Sweets Company was formed as Edge merged with Martin Sweets Company of Louisville, Kentucky, a company who similarly specialized in the manufacture of machinery and equipment for processing and cutting of polyurethane foam products and other cellular and non-cellular plastics.  Today, ESCO is the largest manufacturer of urethane processing equipment in North America, with a comprehensive range of cutting equipment and low-pressure solutions for metering and dispensing solutions. ESCO has representatives around the globe, and all ESCO equipment is designed and built in the United States. For more information, please visit www.edge-sweets.com or contact ESCO at 616-453-5458, info@edge-sweets.com.
